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Steve Lee, Principal


Parental Guidance for Home Instruction
Step-by-Step Guide for Parents Seeking Home Instruction for Their Child

Step 1: Determine Eligibility for Home Instruction

If your child has a health condition or requires medical treatment that prevents them from attending school for ten consecutive school days or twenty cumulative school days:

· Obtain a written determination from your child’s medical professional (MD, DO, or Nurse Practitioner/Physician’s Assistant under supervision) specifying:

· The need and reason for confinement at home or another treatment setting.

· The beginning and end date required for home instruction, not to exceed six weeks. An additional note to continue home instruction must be provided and approved every six weeks, if needed.

· Submit the physician’s written determination to your child’s counselor for verification by the school physician, Dr. Hassman.

Step 2: Verification Process

· Dr. Hassman will review the documentation and verify the need for home instruction within five school days.

· You will receive notification from your child’s counselor regarding the approval or denial of the request, including reasons if denied.

· If denied, one of the school nurses (Mrs. D’Ascenzo or Mrs. Filipkowski) will contact you to provide further details.

· Any changes to the home instruction plan, including a return to school earlier than originally indicated, will need to be approved by the school nurse or school physician.

Step 3: Instructional Plan Development

· Mr. Susko, Supervisor of Guidance, and your child’s counselor will establish a written instructional plan to meet your child’s needs. This plan will include:

· A list of home instructors and their contact information.

· The number of hours available for home instruction.

· Your counselor will provide this information. Instruction will be delivered by a certified teacher or via remote learning, depending on your child’s needs, the course, and the availability of resources.
· All instruction will meet Core Curriculum Content Standards and align with district requirements for promotion or graduation.

Step 4: Instructional Delivery

· The home instructor will contact you within five school days of approval to schedule instruction.

· Instructional time allocation:

· General Education Students: 	One hour of instruction per subject, per week.

· Special Education Students:  	Two hours of instruction per subject, per week.

· A parent or an adult (21+ years) designated by the parent must be present during all in-person home instruction sessions unless held in a public setting, such as a library.

Step 5: Monitor and Review Progress

· Mr. Susko will maintain records of instructional services and monitor your child’s progress based on hours instructed.

· Work completed with the home instructor will be communicated to the classroom teacher.

· Grades from online providers will be sent to the classroom teacher upon completion of home instruction.

· Home instruction appointments should occur as scheduled with the assigned home instructor. Concerns about instruction delivery should be directed to your child’s guidance counselor.

Special Considerations

1) For Students with Disabilities:

a. Instruction will align with your child’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP).

b. If home instruction exceeds 30 consecutive school days, the IEP team will meet to review and, if necessary, revise the IEP.

2) For General Education Students:

a. If home instruction exceeds 60 calendar days, the school physician may refer your child to the Child Study Team for evaluation.

3) District Discretion: The district reserves the right to deny or alter the delivery of home instruction if:
a. There are health or safety risks to the teacher.

b. No adult is present during instruction.

c. The child’s condition prevents them from benefiting from instruction.

d. Excessive no-shows or cancellations occur.

This guide ensures compliance with Eastern Regional High School’s policies and New Jersey state regulations while supporting your child’s education. For further assistance, contact your child’s guidance counselor directly.
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